
The Big 5  platinum bullion coin series will introduce a new animal 
every six months, beginning with the  elephant

INTRODUCING THE  
PLATINUM BIG 5

The makers of the iconic Krugerrand 
have issued their first-ever bullion coin 

made from platinum

The largest living land animal, the elephant, is 
celebrated in a new series of platinum bullion coins 
launched by Prestige Bullion, a joint venture between 
the South African Mint and Rand Refinery. Prestige 
Bullion’s mandate is the management of South 
Africa’s legal tender precious metal bullion coin 
portfolio including the Krugerrand series and the Big 
5 coins.

The new platinum bullion coin series, featuring 
Africa’s ‘Big Five’, will include a new animal every 
six months from 2020 to 2022, beginning with the 
elephant and followed by the lion, rhino, leopard and 
buffalo. 

The series is a tribute to Africa’s unique natural 
heritage and its launch follows the introduction of the 
Big 5 platinum proof coin series in 2019.

The 1 oz coins are struck in 999.5 platinum and 
minted to bullion standard. All platinum Big 5 coins 
in the series will be distributed through Prestige 
Bullion’s global distribution network, providing 
investors around the world with another choice in 
platinum. 

The coins are legal tender in South Africa with a face 
value of twenty rand (ZAR 20) and are priced based on 
precious metal content. 
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 The Big 5 Elephant Platinum Bullion Coin Obverse (L) and Reverse (R)
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It is especially fitting that South Africa is issuing 
this new platinum bullion series; the country has 
the largest platinum reserves of anywhere in the 
world, accounting for over 70 per cent of global 
platinum mining supply annually. 

Growth in platinum bullion

Prestige Bullion adds South Africa to a growing 
number of countries from around the world that 
have introduced platinum products over the last 
few years. The Royal Mint and the Austrian Mint 
now produce platinum bullion coins: the former as 
part of its Britannia and Queen’s Beasts collections 
and the latter through its platinum Vienna 
Philharmonic series.

This year sees even more choice for investors, as 
The Royal Mint has added a platinum Falcon to 
its Queen’s Beasts series and the Perth Mint has 
introduced the first-ever platinum proof coin as 
part of its Australian Lunar series III. 

Platinum bars and coins have been a consistent 
platinum demand source, averaging over 300 koz 
each year since 2015. As well as accessibility and 
liquidity, investing in platinum bullion in the form 
of bars and coins can be attractive to investors 
as it carries no credit or counterparty risk, unlike 
stocks or bonds. Adding platinum to a portfolio 
can also have diversification benefits.
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DISCLAIMER: The World Platinum Investment Council is not authorised by any regulatory authority to give investment advice. 

Nothing within this document is intended or should be construed as investment advice or offering to sell or advising to buy 

any securities or financial instruments and appropriate professional advice should always be sought before making any 

investment. Images are for illustrative purposes only. More detailed information is available on the WPIC website: http://www.

platinuminvestment.com
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